A Letter to Families About Art

Dear Families,

Art is an important part of my program. I provide children with a variety of art
experiences every day. Drawing, painting, pasting, molding, and constructing are
enjoyable, and they provide very important opportunities for learning. As they
explore art materials, children express their ideas and feelings, improve their eye—
hand coordination, learn to name colors and describe textures, and feel proud of
their creative efforts.

While children are engaged in art activities, I talk with them about what they are
doing. I ask questions that encourage them to think about their ideas, express their
feelings, and experiment with the tools and materials.

The children and I are primarily interested in creative processes. I support your
child’s confidence by saying such things as “Tell me about your picture,” instead of
asking something like “Is that a house?” Think how a child would feel if his picture
weren’t one of a house!

Here are some ideas for exploring art with your child at home:

Children love to bring their artwork home to share with you. Take time to talk
with your child about his or her art. Comment on the colors and the different lines,
shapes, and patterns. Here are some questions you might ask your child:

« How did you get the pieces of crepe paper to stick to the construction paper?
« How did you decide what colors to use in your painting?

« What do you like best about your sculpture?

« Where should we hang your mobile so that we can all enjoy it?

You can also help your child appreciate other artwork. When you look at books
together, talk about the illustrations with your child. Discuss the art in your home,
too.

Your child can explore art in almost any room. You might designate a kitchen

or living room drawer as an art drawer, or you might use a bookshelf or sturdy
cardboard box. Include crayons; water-based markers; paper; a pair of child-sized,
blunt-edged scissors; glue; and a container with a variety of collage materials.
Children don’t need coloring books. With their own imaginations and your support,
their artistic talents will flourish.

Sincerely,

ﬁl TeachingStrategies”



Copyright © 2009 by Teaching Strategies, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this text may be reproduced in any
form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information
storage and retrieval systems, without prior written permission

from Teaching Strategies, Inc.,, except in the case of brief quotations
embodied in critical articles or reviews.

The publisher and the authors cannot be held responsible for injury,
mishap, or damages incurred during the use of or because of the
information in this book. The authors recommend appropriate and
reasonable supervision at all times based on the age and capability of
each child.





